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Next Meeting  

Thursday, January 19th, 2012, 
at the EAA building, Aviation Way, 
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM. 
Treasurer’s Report  

Beginning Balance                     $9504.32 

Income  
Apparel Sale                                 $206.00 
Fuel Sale                                         $17.00 
Dues                                              $816.00 
Subtotal                                       $1039.00                 

Expenses                                                              
Field Toilet Service                          $64.80 
Field Expense – Misc.                    $88.85 
Field Expense – Mowing             $250.00 
Fun fly                                           $96.81 
Office expense – Misc.                 $50.88 
Subtotal                                       $551.34  
                        
Ending Balance                         $9991.98 

Our treasurer, Dennis Kanemura, has also put 
together a year-end report, which covers the whole 
of 2011. It is as follows:  

 

 

Beginning Balance                 $9391.31 

Income 
Apparel Sale                             $246.00 
Donations/Rebates                     $484.00 
Dues                                       $3182.00 
Fuel Sale                                  $266.00 
Fun-Fly Income                        $158.00 
Subtotal                                  $4336.00 

Expenses    
AMA Charter Fee                     $270.00 
Field Toilet Service                  $781.80 
Field Expense – Misc.               $269.94 
Field Expense – Mowing           $850.00 
Fuel Purchase                           $455.00 
Fun Fly Expenses                     $752.14 
Office Expense – Newsletter       $86.28 
Office Expense – Misc.             $270.17 
Subtotal                                 $3735.33 

Ending Balance                     $9991.98  

December Meeting 

Due to illness the secretary was unable to attend, 
and minutes were kindly taken by Jacob. Thank 
you! 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by 
Steve Boracca. 

 



Old Business 

President Steve Boracca said that we need to mow 
the lawn and get rid of excess grass clippings on 
December 18th. (This has been done, and in 
addition on January 10th the county big rig cut the 
foliage on all the sloping side of the levee facing 
our runway). 

Steve also said that he wants to start a sign-up sheet 
for shirts and hats. Both long and short sleeved 
shirts will be available without pockets for $22 
each, and the short sleeved shirts with pockets will 
be $24. Long sleeved shirts are not available with 
pockets.  

Elections 

The elected board of governors was inadvertently 
omitted from the last newsletter. It is as follows: 

Bill Boone 
Allen Ginzburg 
Don Good 

Steve Boracca and Bob McReynolds as president 
and vice- president respectively are automatically 
board members also.    

Show and Tell 

John Williams brought along his Kyosho Macchi 
seaplane, powered by a Saito 50, which he says flies 
very well. The original airplane held the world 
speed record of 442 m.p.h. in 1934 if I remember 
correctly. 

John also showed his Multiplex electric-powered 
FunCub, which looks very Alaskan with its 
enormous wheels. It’s fueled by a 3-cell 4400 mah 
battery. 

Don Good exhibited the Aeroworks Quickbuild 
11.5 pound Yak 54 which he acquired from Ross 
Dewees.      And that closed the meeting.  

Officers’ Comments 

Steve Boracca says that the club will be ordering 
another batch of fuel shortly. If any members have 
requirements other than the standard 15% 
nitromethane fuel, would they please advise Steve 
as soon as possible. 

Steve also noted that we have available a 36” bolt 
cutter in the storage container. This is because the 
number of locks on the main entrance gate is 
increasing. They all have to be in series, and it is all 
too easy for one of the locks to be locked out of the 
system. It has happened already. Thus we could 
finish up with a situation where club members could 
find themselves locked in, with our lock dangling 
uselessly. Hence the bolt cutters. 

Dennis Kanemura suggests that if members are 
planning not to renew for 2012 for whatever reason, 
they should inform Dennis, who will put them on 
the inactive list. This means that if and when they 
do plan to rejoin the club, they would not have to 
pay the initial field fee of $50, which otherwise 
would be an obligation. 

New Training Course  

This is now in place as devised by Steve Jones and 
appears to be working out well. As an aside, the 
Salinas club adopted the same course more or less 
verbatim at its January 4th meeting.. 

Safety 

Your secretary, on his first appearance at the field 
for six weeks, broke one of the club safety rules 
relating to direction of take-off. It brought up an 
interesting situation. The wind, such as it was, was 
quartering from the east, i.e. from the land and from 
the river. Because it wasn’t very strong, flyers were 
taking off from right to left, which is the generally 
recommended direction, and therefore slightly 
downwind.  

Alan had brought along his 1910 Demoiselle, which 
has a maximum forward speed of about 5 m.p.h. He 
determined that his airplane could only take off into 
the wind and so walked his airplane onto the 
runway (yes, he did call out ‘On the runway’, but 
didn’t pay enough attention to another airplane 
which was about to land) with the idea of taking off 
from left to right.  

In doing so he broke two rules. Firstly, he didn’t 
look carefully before going on to the runway, and 
secondly he launched his airplane in the opposite 
direction to that in which everyone was flying. Only 
one other airplane was in the air at the time, but that 
doesn’t change the rule. Our safety officer rightly 
drew his attention to his misdemeanor! 



 

Clearly, if you are in a situation where you feel that 
you cannot follow what everyone else is doing, you 
should not attempt to fly your airplane. Presumably 
the only exception may be when no-one else has a 
plane in the air, and you notify and get agreement 
from all other flyers of your intention to fly in the 
opposite direction to everyone else. This could 
apply to airplanes like the Demoiselle above or to 
seaplanes, for example, where you would be 
coming off the river.  

Well, so much for ‘mea culpa’! 

Down by the River   

Your editor hasn’t been to the field during 
December and early January, and so the reporting is 
a little sparse this month. Fortunately, Don Good 
bailed him out with a selection of pictures taken 
towards the end of last year. 

First, here is Stefan Warnke’s P-38 after a 
successful flight. Unfortunately it is now back in the 
repair shop after an incident where the satellite 
receiver was not working, and the main receiver got 
temporarily masked. This resulted in an 
uncontrolled spiral into the ground. Look out for 
this problem with twin receiver 2.4 GHz systems. 

 

Next a great picture of John Williams’ FunCub, as 
mentioned in ‘Show and Tell’. 

 

Kevin Crews is building a Pat Tritle-designed kit 
for a De Havilland Dragon Rapide, always a 
favorite of mine (the first airplane in which my wife 
flew - on our honeymoon!). For those unfamiliar 
with the term, that’s kit as in ‘you build it yourself 
from a box full of balsa and plywood’. When last 
seen, Kevin had covered the fuselage and painted 
some highlight decoration on it. Here it is in mid-
December. 

 

Marcelo Montoreano has yet another new electric 
ducted fan model. This Mig 29 was scratch built by 
Stefan from foam. He really does a fine job with 
this material, and this is one of a few of his that we 
have seen at the field. It certainly has loads of inlet 
area, which the ducted fans should like. 

 

And this is Stefan’s scratch built L-39. 



 

One of our new young members, Jake, brought 
along this very nice-looking Taylorcraft. 

 

Fun Flies 

As most of you know, last year we instituted fun 
flies every two months on the Sunday after alternate 
club meetings. At our November meeting, it was 
agreed to continue with the same program, so here it 
is for 2012.  

January 22nd: This will be a fun-fly on the lines of 
similar prior events. We’ll include spot landing, 
triple loop, maximum duration from a given motor 
run, slalom taxi, aerial bowling (Steve B., please 
bring the equipment), and guess-the-time-of-flight.  

March 18th. Warbirds over Watsonville. This will 
be devoted to a fun day for warbirds only. We could 
encourage warbird maneuvers like high-speed low-
level flights along the runway, with adequate 
protection for the spectators. Prizes could be 
awarded for best combination of sort-of-scale looks 
with best simulation of the real aircraft’s flying 
capabilities. We may include pylon racing.  

May 20th. Seaplanes and floatplanes only. Judging 
again would be on the same lines as for the warbirds 
event. 

July 22nd. Electric ducted fan models only.. 

September 23rd. Scale model competition. Judging 
based on both static and flying capabilities. Perhaps 
we could encourage designing and building by 
having similar classes to those at the Nationals; i.e. 
Sports Scale would be for ARF’s, Expert Scale 

would be for kit-built or plan-built airplanes, and 
Designer Scale would be for completely scratch-
built airplanes from the builder’s own plans.   

November 18th. Pylon racing with different classes 
depending on member interest. 

So let’s have a good turn-out for the first event of 
the season on Sunday, January 22nd. Our able chefs 
will be serving lunch. 

Floatplanes 

While at the Fremont auction late last year, I bought 
a box full of British R/C Scale Aircraft magazines 
dating from the late ‘80s and early ‘90s – very much 
directed towards the scale modeler who enters 
international competitions, so very high standards 
of models in the magazines. One set of magazines 
had articles on float design, which I thought were 
good enough, together with some construction 
articles of floatplanes, to warrant summarizing here. 
They may encourage some of us to make something 
for the floatplane fun-fly in May. Here’s the 
beginning of the article with a nice easy-to-build 
first floatplane. This is a Blohm and Voss 139. 
Remember that in those days there were no practical 
electric motors, and this airplane had four 0.40-
sized glow engines! 

 
 Here’s something a bit more useful, a typical 
floatplane design layout. 

 



Hope you can read this picture. It has a lot of useful 
information on it. The author notes that every 
seaplane doesn’t necessarily make a great scale 
model. He quotes for example the Schneider Trophy 
winning Supermarine S-6B. “Watching old film 
footage  - - - you will see a very extended and 
arcing take-off run, (with one float digging in 
because of torque effect) plumes of spray and 
marked reluctance to leave the water. The reason 
for the ungainly performance of the S-6B’s, and 
similar designs, on water is simply that they were 
designed for one principle purpose – to attain a 
maximum air speed round a closed circuit course. 
The fact that they operated from water was part of 
the contest regulations and also gave a virtually 
limitless take-off run. These aircraft were heavily 
loaded speed machines, and water handling had to 
be a secondary consideration. Here’s a Supermarine 
S-5 model. Looks pretty, doesn’t it? 

 
When we make a model of one of these airplanes, 
we can and should keep the wing loading low, so 
that the relatively large floats will give us good 
water buoyancy. Then we should do much better 
than the full-sized articles. 

Some general rules are first, a 20% power increase 
over the corresponding landplane model. Bearing in 
mind that the maximum power is required during 
the acceleration to take-off phase it is vital that the 
float angles and the position of the step relative to 
the balance point are correct, as shown in the earlier 
picture. 

How big should the floats be? The sketch on the 
previous page gives a good starting point, but we 
can go a bit further. The volume of floats to support 
the weight of the model (including of course the 
weight of the floats themselves) in cubic inches 
should be equal to the weight of the model in 
pounds x 1728 (cubic inches in a cubic foot) / 62.5 

(weight of water in pounds per cubic foot). This of 
course would make the floats completely 
submerged, so we should really make each float 
have this volume, so that they are just 50% 
submerged.   

What about flying boats, you may ask? Here’s 
another nice starter airplane, a Short Sunderland. As 
you can see, it isn’t all that short (135” wingspan), 
and again with four .40 to .50 - sized glow engines. 

 
Here it is being built; a bit like building your own 
yacht with the same rules about buoyancy noted 
above. 

        
And here it is with what was called beaching gear 
for the full-sized aircraft, but is used on the model 
for land operation from runways. 

   

So there are a few ideas to get you started with 
floatplanes. What am I making? Sorry, top secret! 


