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Next Meeting 

Thursday, August 19th, 2010. 
At the EAA building, Aviation Way, 
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM. 
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance                     $7558.22 

Income 

Fuel Sale                                       $170.00          
2010 dues                                      $113.00 

             Subtotal                            $283.00         

Expenses 

Field toilet service                          $65.40 
Field expense – misc                        $4.34 
Field expense - mowing               $300.00 

            Subtotal                            $369.74  

Ending Balance                        $7471.48 

July meeting 

Seventeen members attended the meeting at the 
EAA building, Watsonville Airport on July 15th, 
2010. New member, Ken Pahel, attended for the 
first time together with his guest, Marty. At 7:40 
p.m., President Bill Moore called the meeting to 
order and the minutes of the last meeting and 
treasurer’s report as published in the July newsletter 
were approved.  

Old Business 

It was confirmed that the next fun-fly will be held 
on the following Sunday, July 18th, as noted in 
previous newsletters. It was decided to try the aerial 
bowling idea, but not the balloon mid-airs. Alan 
Brown volunteered to buy a toy bowling set, but 
was quickly dissuaded by Steve Boracca, who 
explained that it was outside his skill capabilities to 
assemble on a board with the necessary magnetic 
attachments. (Steve did in fact bring a very nicely 
modified set to the field for the Fun-Fly, and a great 
time was had by all!) 

We now have a kayak-style double oar for the 
dinghy, and so no longer have to row in ever-
diminishing circles to rescue drowning model 
airplanes. 

Bill Boone noted that we need new blades for our 
weed-whacker which we can probably get from B & 
B tool supply in Santa Cruz. The field was mowed 
by John Williams on the morning of the club 
meeting, but work had to be curtailed due to a 
mower bearing failure.  

Don Good said that he would take care of filling in 
gaps in the runway, and Bill Moore suggested that 
prior wire-brushing might be appropriate to improve 
adhesion. 

(It should be reported that the field looked 
immaculate on the following Sunday for the Fun-
Fly. Thank you, everyone, who pitched in to get the 
field in such fine condition).  



The Watsonville Fly-In is scheduled for Labor Day 
weekend this year in an attempt to have better 
weather for the event than the overcast that has 
plagued the last two Memorial Day weekend events. 
There was a lively discussion about whether we 
should have a stand this year, in view of the 
disappointing interest shown by spectators last year, 
possibly associated with the distance of our stand 
from the main centers of attraction. It was 
suggested, among other things, that we might check 
with the Tomcats of Morgan Hill, who gave a short 
flying demonstration last year, as to whether they 
would be performing again. Also, what were the 
chances of getting a better site? Bill Moore said that 
he would follow up. (See page 5 for further 
discussion). It was also suggested that if we did 
participate, perhaps we should have flyers sent out, 
possibly via Capitola Hobbies, to tell the hobby 
modeling public of our participation. 

(Steve Boracca reported later that it was his 
understanding that the Tomcats would not be 
participating this year, mainly, I believe, because of 
the very short amount of time allocated to the flying 
demonstration.)  

New Business 

There was no new business. 

Show and Tell 

Bob McReynolds brought along a sports seaplane 
powered by a Thunder Tiger 36 and sporting a 
central float and two smaller wing-mounted floats.  

 
Bob is holding a photo of the same model which 
disappeared while John Williams was flying it due 
to its then camouflaged paint job. It is now very 
visible in its pre-WW II trainer scheme. He 
intended to check out its characteristics prior to 
flying the scale model of a WW II Vought OS2U 
Kingfisher of similar configuration which he and 
Bill Boone have been working on for some time. 

Bob also brought along the almost completed 
central float for the Kingfisher, which is really 
enormous! As an aside, our senior member, John 
Nohrden, flew these birds during WW II, and is still 
here to tell the tale!   

Paul Weir showed a kit/ARF of a new all-black 
B.Ae. Hawk which he got from fanjetsusa.com. It’s 
about 44” wingspan and 55” long, but looks a lot 
bigger because the fuselage is very deep on this 
airplane. We’re all looking forward to its first flight 
with a 90 mm. fan, which Paul says may be a while 
off.  

Gene Martin showed us three of his airplanes, a 
Multiplex Twister, a Miss Kitty and a Fire Bird, all 
of which were for sale. A lively interest was shown, 
but as far as I know there were no takers at the 
meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 

Down by the River 

The ‘main event’ this month was the Fun-Fly held 
on July 18th. Don Good did a remarkable job of both 
competing and being the photographer for the event, 
doing well in both categories (second in the fun-fly, 
first in photo record!). 

We had ten competitors, more than we’ve had 
before, and six events. Five of the competitors flew 
the ubiquitous foam E-Flite T-28s. Here’s a shot of 
the vast crowd enthusiastically cheering on their 
heroes! 

  
Paul Weir started the Spot Landing event with his 
F4U Corsair landing precisely on the corn starch 
line for a zero error. This demonstration of how 
easy this competition is was only shared by Don 
Good, 4” off with his T-34 and Bob McReynolds at 
5”. Remarkably, the next nearest was Benno at 5’ 
10”, and from then on the stragglers went as far as 
61’ (no names mentioned!). 

Next up was the three-consecutive-loops timed 
competition, which were variously performed either 
over or beyond the levee as expected by your 
contest director, or downstream and over the river 



as competitors battled with the modest cross-wind. 
Jacob completed the event in just 14 seconds, but 
was penalized for being airborne before crossing the 
starting line, and so was nipped for first place by 
Benno, both flying T-28s. Emmett White notably 
placed third (another T-28) in his first fun-fly 
competition. 

The slalom taxi followed – here’s Paul Weir starting 
his run under the watchful eye of the contest 
director.  

 
This proved to be much more difficult than most 
competitors expected, much to the glee of the 
spectators as pylons were bashed into, and drivers 
had to scramble down the runway to rescue their 
errant airplanes, all while being timed. 

Jacob won this event cleanly in 14.1 seconds, with 
Don Good commendably second in a much larger 
and thus less maneuverable airplane at 19.2 
seconds. Nick Tannaci was just a second and a half 
behind Don, followed by Benno and John Williams 
at about five second intervals. 

The new event, introduced by Steve Boracca, 
having seen it at Morgan Hill Tomcats, was the 
airborne bowling exercise. Everyone was allowed 
five attempts to knock down the pins. Nick Tannaci 
appeared to make a perfect approach, but actually 
missed all the pins,  

so decided to perform his final run inverted with 
dire results as you can see at the top of the next 
column.!     

 The winner was again Jacob, and his winning run 
was captured by Don in the next photo.   

 

 
Sorry we didn’t get a picture of the actual 
demolition – maybe next time. 

The limbo event was once again made more 
difficult by the wind and as the string was set 
moderately high, most people got under it for an 
equal score. However, Marcelo Montereano, flying 
a fairly difficult P-40, managed to go neither under 
nor over the limbo string, and finished up winding 
the string around his propeller about fifty times. 
This certainly got the highlight award for the day!  

 
Timed duration was the next event. Contestants had 
to take off from the runway, and be timed as they 
crossed a line, cutting their motors after fifteen 
seconds of flight. The longest flight before landing 
deadstick, safely on the runway, won the contest. It 
turned out to be very difficult to predict the winners, 
with competing elements of maximum climb to 
height and best glide. Paul Weir started out with a 
very fast climb to high altitude with his Corsair, 
which gave him 1 minute and 29 seconds. All the 
contestants did very well, with Don Good taking 
over first place with his T-34, not quite as high, but 
a better glide, at I minute 53 seconds. Then, last to 
compete, came Stefan Warnke, flying an electric-



powered pattern aircraft. This did well in both climb 
and glide and took advantage of lift from the levee 
crosswind, and was up for 2 minutes and 20.7 
seconds for a convincing victory. 

So now to the grand finale. Who was the cumulative 
winner? The crowd, as you may imagine, hung on 
with bated breath for the closing announcements. 

The contest director, seen here with a table full of 
valuable prizes, is about to announce the winners.  

 
In addition to the goodies seen in the photo, the 
combined entry fees of $2 per person (x 10) was 
split among the top seven finishers, so almost 
everyone got some of their entry fee back.  

Jacob, as you may have guessed, came first with 43 
points, but was followed narrowly by Don Good 
with 38. Then Paul Weir with 30 points pulled in 
third place. Stefan, Benno, Bob McReynolds and 
Emmett White were bunched in 4th through 6th 
places (Bob and Emmett tied).  

Bill Moore provided his customary excellent lunch 
and a good time was had by all. 

As for the rest of the month, Don and Steve Boracca 
were nice enough to take a couple of pictures of 
your editor’s airplanes. Shown below is his 
Deperdussin. 

    

And here is his L-19, finally flying half-way 
reasonably with a ton of lead in the nose, although 
you wouldn’t know it from the background! 

 
Jacob won his now customary first place in 
Intermediate Pattern at the Oakdale Pattern 
Shootout at the end of June, and was rewarded by 
being asked to do a demo at the Tomcats annual 
Open House the weekend after July 4th. Here he is 
behind his dad at Morgan Hill.    

 

However, just to prove that he’s not infallible, 
here’s what he did to his E-Flite Boeing 747 at 
Oakdale when a battery unplugged itself. 

 



This is Paul Weir’s F-86, very nicely put together. 

 

James Heffner’s new LA-40 racer, driven by an old 
Enya 50. Is this one of the engines that you picked 
up at the fun-fly, James?  

 

Don Good’s latest, a Gee Bee wind vane! 

             

Representing three different speed regimes are 
Ricky Wright’s Stearman, Paul Weir’s BAe Hawk 
and Benno’s Scramjet.  

 

 

 

Watsonville Fly-In 

At Bill Moore’s request I sent out a short 
questionnaire on July 22nd regarding our 
participation in the forthcoming Watsonville Fly-In 
to all 57 members on e-mail. He had determined 
that moving our booth closer to the center of action 
would cost $400, and we would be limited to a 10 x 
10 foot area including the booth. I received 15 
replies, of which ten said that we shouldn’t attend at 
all, and one said that we should move closer to the 
action. The matter is now in the hands of the board.     

Safety 

You will recall that it had been suggested a couple 
of months ago that we put in a “safety” paragraph 
every so often, just to remind people about our 
operating rules. So here goes. 

In September, 2008, we published a detailed 
description of our rules regarding flying when there 
are workers in adjacent fields. Basically, we do not 
fly  when there is an excess of five workers, total, in 
the three adjacent fields, i.e. the one directly 
opposite the runway and the two on each side of it. 
The exception is for park flyers and helicopters. The 
latter may fly in an area bounded by the levee and 
the south edge of the runway. Park flyers, which are 
defined as weighing two pounds or less, electric-
powered, and incapable of speeds greater than 60 
m.p.h., may fly within 250 feet of people or 
property. The implication is of course that we must 
constantly be aware of where workers are in 
adjacent fields, even with park flyers, so please 
check regularly. 

As for use of the pits, we have six of them which 
should be more than enough for normal flying. 
Although the interference problem is substantially 
reduced when using the 2.4 GHz systems, it is still 
not satisfactory to have another pilot and equipment 
on top of you in the same pit area. So please keep to 
the rule of one flying pilot and no others per pit.  

                      And that’s it for this month. 


