
                     

��� � ������ ��� �� �

RC BEES of Santa Cruz County, Inc. 
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 Editor: Alan Brown, 388 Aptos Ridge Circle, Watsonville, CA 95076-8518 
                       Phone: (831) 685-9446. E-mail: alangwenbrown@charter.net. Web site: www.rcbees.org 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, July 15th, 2010. 
At the EAA building, Aviation Way, 
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM. 
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance                     $7475.22 

Income 

Fuel Sale                                         $68.00          
2010 dues                                        $98.00 

             Subtotal                            $166.00         

Expenses 

Field toilet service                          $65.40 
Office expense                                $17.60                                                                                        

            Subtotal                               $83.00  

Ending Balance                          $7558.22 

June meeting 

Fifteen members attended the meeting at the EAA 
building, Watsonville Airport on June 17th, 2010. 
At 7:35 p.m., President Bill Moore called the 
meeting to order and the minutes of the last meeting 
and treasurer’s report as published in the June 
newsletter were approved.  

 

 

Old Business 

The next fun-fly will be held on Sunday, July 18th, 
as noted in previous newsletters. In response to the 
request for new ideas, balloon bursting and aerial 
bowling were reiterated. The bowling idea is to buy 
a toy, all-plastic lightweight bowling set which will 
be set up on the middle of the runway. The plastic 
ball which comes with the set will be attached to a 
competitor’s airplane by a long thread, probably to 
the nose or tail wheel support, and the competitor 
will have three attempts to knock down as many 
skittles as possible by hitting them with the ball 
while flying past. 

All present expressed their pleasure at the website 
coverage of the field. Thanks were given to Allen 
Ginzburg and John Williams. 

Jacob suggested that we need two oars to propel our 
dinghy; at present we only have one, although it 
was suggested that we should have a kayak style 
double oar somewhere. 

The field needs mowing again, and our weed 
whacker needs fixing. Bill Boone thinks we have 
the equipment to do the latter. 

It was again noted that the helicopter pad should be 
moved before it slides into the river.  

New Business 

The June newsletter’s safety column was generally 
favorably received, with several positive comments 
being made. It was suggested that we might make a 



Safety Column a regular feature, but your editor felt 
that he might not have enough material to do this 
every month. However, it will be borne in mind. 

Jay Friedland told us that the Hiller Aviation 
Museum is holding a helicopter ‘Vertical 
Challenge’ event on Saturday, June 19th. 

It was reiterated that the Tomcats annual flying 
show will be held the weekend after July 4th at their 
field in Morgan Hill. 

Intermission 

This was Jacob’s birthday eve, and his mom and 
dad had put together a fine birthday cake, on which 
occasion Jacob appropriately blew out the thirteen 
candles. Yes, folks, he’s a teenager now, so beware!  

Show and Tell 

Alan Brown brought the seven old engines to the 
club which had been given to Mel Avery, who in 
turn passed them on for auction. Richard Vigurs, a 
club member who is also an engine collector, said 
with regret that none of the engines were old 
enough to be considered collectors’ pieces, but they 
were probably too old to be considered as having 
much value for flying. So the secretary was given 
the thankless task of trying to sell them on RC 
Universe, or some such modelers’ website. 

Alan Brown told about his LiPo battery fire – good 
news and bad news, the former being that he 
charges his batteries inside a covered clay plantpot, 
so no external damage was done. The reason for the 
fire (the bad news) was that his charger decides for 
itself how many cells are in the battery being 
charged. If the battery has not lost much charge, as 
was the case here, the charger thinks a three-cell 
battery is really a four-cell battery and charges it 
accordingly, finishing up with a much higher 
voltage than the battery can stand. So for those of 
you who own an Astro Flight Model 109 or similar 
charger, note that you should carefully check the 
display to see that it is charging at the rate 
equivalent to the number of cells in the battery, i.e. 
a three-cell battery should indicate 3C1 initially, not 
4C1, for example. If it does indicate the higher 
number, then one should discharge the battery 
before attempting to recharge it. 

Dave Seiler brought along an unflown Chaos 
pattern aircraft complete with a very good OS 
engine and all servos. He donated it to the club, and 

Don Good bought it, a great buy, adding $100 to the 
club’s treasury. 

Jacob showed us a propeller that he is modifying to 
have integral lights – an interesting project. Let’s 
hope that he doesn’t weaken it structurally or get it 
out of balance. We are all told not to attempt to use 
a propeller which may have cracks or dings in it. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

Down by the River 

This is going to be a nostalgia section, for a change. 
The occasion? Ex-member, Dennis Bohlmann, who 
now lives in Iowa, has been cleaning out his attic, 
and has sent me a large collection of memorabilia 
relating to the RC Bees modeling scene of a quarter 
of a century ago. So here goes! It may take up more 
pages than usual, and perhaps be of more interest to 
longer term members, so bear with me.  

In 1985, the club was flying off Green Valley Road 
near the North end of Pinto Lake. Here’s Mike 
Kinsella’s Sweet Stick on the ground and landing 
on the “runway”. 

 

 
Meanwhile Clark Pringle and Jack Horner are 
flying Jack’s Dewey Ville Special off the road. 

 



 
The club was looking for a more permanent flying 
site, and Dallas Matta flew his K & B powered 
Astro Hog off the levy close to our present flying 
field. 

 
In the spring of 1986 club members were flying on 
Lee Road in Watsonville (it is parallel and just west 
of Highway 1, and goes from Riverside Drive to 
Harkins’ Slough). Cecil Bell (aptly named) was an 
enthusiastic helicopter pilot. Here are a couple of 
his very nicely built models. In the first picture, 
current member Mario Giovacchini’s Sweet Stick is 
in the background. 

 

 

Ed Bise and Eric Dunapore are shown with the 
former’s Focke Wulf 190, also landing. 

  

 
Chuck Sullivan flew there too. Here’s his plan-built 
Quaker with an OS 0.15 engine. 

 
However all didn’t necessarily end well at Lee 
Road. On the next page we see what happened 
when Doug Brothers switched on his transmitter at 
the same frequency that Brian Anderson was flying 
his Brodie. Doug’s penalty was to retrieve the 
airplane from Harkins’ Slough! 

Meanwhile, our heroes are flying sailplanes from 
Sunset Beach. Pictured are a Gryphon, a Cumic, 
and a Bird of Time. 



 

 
Dallas Matta, who had been president of the club in 
1985, (Curt Gabriel was vice president and David 
Seiler was secretary/treasurer) led a determined 
effort to get a permanent flying site, and so our 
present field came into being. Here is Dallas flying 
an 8-foot Pietenpol on the new runway at the 
August, 1986, fun-fly. 

 The fun-fly attracted several participants who are 
still with the club, and here are a few more pictures 
from that event. 

David Seiler is shown with his Sig Kougar 40 in the 
taxi contest. 

 
Chuck Sullivan brings an airplane in for a landing. 

 
The next picture gives you an idea of how much 
more area we had south of the runway then. 

 
Here’s John Nohrden flying, Chuck Sullivan in the 
foreground, and I think Curt Gabriel between them. 

 

John Nohrden finds himself in a familiar position in 
the fun-fly with his Little Stick, while Curt Gabriel 
makes a perfect landing to win the first fun-fly at 
the new model airport.,  



 

 

Dallas Matta liked to fly fast, and was the first 
modeler to have a jet airplane at the field. Here is 
his Mig 15 powered by a Rossi 75 glo engine 
driving a ducted fan. 

 

David Seiler has had a love affair with Waco 
biplanes as long as I can remember, and here he is 
in 1986 with an F-5 powered by an OS FS120 
engine. 

Joe Quirk’s specialty was multi-engined warbirds. 
Here’s his B-25 taking off from the strip. 

 

This picture of Chuck Sullivan launching John 
Nohrden’s Necromancer could have been taken last 
week, except that in those days it had a Cox .049 
driving it, and not an electric motor. 

 

And here’s John with another of his many airplanes. 

 

The next two photos show airplanes which are a 
little different. Dallas Matta’s Citabria’s claim to 
fame is that is ¼ scale, and is powered by a 270-
sized Saito twin glo-engine. 

Much more revolutionary, and remember that this is 
1986, is Neil Kaminar’s Zipper modified free-flight 
model. It was radio-controlled, powered by a 
Kyosho electric motor, and had his own-design 
solar panels on the wings to recharge the batteries! 



  

 

Clever as Neil was, he could still land his big 
Telemaster in the river, where fortunately it was 
rescued by a passing kyaker! 

 

We’ve mentioned Joe Quirk already, and in 
January, 1987, he got a half page coverage in the 
Santa Cruz Sentinel with his Boeing B-17.  

 

 

Blaine Salley got slightly less favorable coverage 
when the local reporter decided his field landing 
made a good story! 

   

Meanwhile, flying proceeded down by the river, 
with floatplanes getting a new lease of life. Claude 
Branciford launches Tom Chadwick’s Piper Cub 
followed by David Seiler’s Cub taking off. 

 

 



And David’s Cub is airborne! 

 

Meanwhile, we’re still having fun on the runway. 
Dave Butler successfully launches his Krafty trainer 
carrying his Oly 99 glider, Dallas Matta and Danny 
Stanton combine to launch a Laser 200, and Ron 
Crooks tries to fly Bill Boone’s autogyro. 

 

 

 

We’re into the summer of 1989, and see Neil 
Kaminar struggling with his giant floatplane Beaver 

 

And what happens next in our saga? Yes, you got it. 
The Loma Prieta earthquake. And it really messed 
up our field. 

 



But a lot of hard work by club members and local 
agencies got it back in usable condition by the 
following summer and fall. 

 

Chuck Sullivan flew a nice-looking single center 
float seaplane, which had to be retrieved using a 
fine dinghy with an oar on each side!  

 

 

In spring of ’91 another fun-fly was held. The next 
picture shows Dallas Matta with his CAP powered 
by a 4-cylinder 4-stroke going for the limbo. 

Below it you can see how the field looked for this 
event. Pretty much like it is today, but we have lost 
more of our ‘coastline’ to erosion. 

 

 

Well, we’re almost through with this saga, but here 
are a few pictures from our displays at the annual 
Watsonville Fly-In, held up to now on Memorial 
weekend. They’ll give you a feel for the kinds of 
planes people were building then. First, here’s 1985. 

 

In 1987, the club put on a display. Here’s Curt 
Gabriel flying with David Seiler to his right. 

 



And here are the club members’ planes on display. 

 

In 1991, Dennis Bohlmann, who supplied all the 
photos for this section, got his picture in the local 
Register-Pajaronian. 

 

I’m not sure of the date for this last set of pictures, 
but we used to build a model and raffle it for the 
weekend Fly-In. Curt Gabriel, who did much of the 
building work and was club president at the time, is 
shown presenting the lucky winner with his Laser 
200.  

 

 

 

 

 

And that’s it for this month, I’m sure you’ll all be 
delighted to read!  

Thank you very much, Dennis, for supplying the 
background material for this trip down Memory 
Lane.  

 

 


