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Next Meeting 

Thursday, May 20th, 2010. 
At the EAA building, Aviation Way, 
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM. 
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance                     $7421.02 

Income  

2010 dues                                      $228.00 
Fuel                                                 $68.00  
Donations – see below                  $145.00 
             Subtotal                            $441.00         

Expenses 

Field expenses – mowing              $300.00  
Field toilet service                          $65.40  

            Subtotal                             $365.40  

Ending Balance                          $7496.62 

Donations – Airplanes donated by David Seiler and 
John Nohrden, bought at the April meeting by Jacob 
Boracca, Alan Brown, Dick Muir and John 
Williams. 

April meeting 

Nineteen members attended the meeting at the EAA 
building, Watsonville Airport on April 15th, 2010. 
At 7:36 p.m., President Bill Moore called the 
meeting to order and the minutes of the last meeting 

and treasurer’s report as published in the April 
newsletter were approved.  

Old Business 

Allen Ginzburg has made a modification to our club 
web site, so that it is now possible to see photos of 
the field for the whole day, instead of just the 
current pictures. Allen suggested that it would be an 
improvement to have greater angular coverage, 
which would mean either rotating the whole box or, 
as Emmet White suggested, replacing the box by an 
inverted aquarium.  

New Business 

Steve Boracca announced that all the club 
helicopter fuel has now been sold. There have not 
been any recent requests for this fuel from current 
members for some time. 

Steve has also been looking at other potential club 
shirt suppliers, and Rick Sullivan added some 
suggestions. If any of you want shirts or hats, please 
contact Steve. 

Bill Moore apologized for forgetting to attend the 
fun-fly, and thus not being available for cooking 
lunch. While on that subject, Alan Brown asked for 
any suggestions for future fun-fly events. On that 
issue, if any of you have any good ideas, please let 
Alan know before we have another event. Thank 
you. 

Allen Ginzburg noted that our GPS coordinates are 
quoted incorrectly by AMA on their web site. He 



has notified Dennis Kanemura, who has now 
forwarded the corrected information to AMA. This 
shows two sites, our usual field, and the back-up 
field at Monterey Bay Academy on San Andreas  
Road. 

Intermission 

Snacks again magically appeared Thank you, 
ladies! While munching, we had the opportunity to 
buy some airplanes brought in as club donations by 
David Seiler and John Nohrden. David had a very 
fine approximately 1/5 scale Cessna 182 complete 
with, I think, an OS 120 engine. This was snapped 
up by John Williams for $100. John Nohrden’s 
donations were more like his typical sizes. A 
rudder-only SkyRanger RTF went to Dick Muir for 
$5, a very nice Li’l’ Extra built from a Herr kit to 
Alan Brown for $30, and three other airplanes to 
Jacob for $10. Arithmeticians among you may want 
to check these figures against the donations listed in 
the treasurer’s report! 

Show and Tell 

Allen Ginzburg showed a Pico Stick on which he 
had mounted a miniature video camera which gives 
720 x 480 pixel resolution and costs only $23. (This 
has led to a flurry of e-mail activity, indicating that 
these types of cameras can be bought for as little as 
$12.50). Allen showed a video on his laptop taken 
at the field. Amazing!  

Alan Brown showed another of his pre-WW I 
models, this time a kit-built Santos-Dumont 
Demoiselle.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

Down by the River 

Sunday, April 25th saw the first flight of Alan’s 
Demoiselle.  

 

Coincidentally, this was a hundred years to the 
month after Santos-Dumont flew the original 
airplane a whole two kilometers. And here he is.  

 
Alan’s flight probably duplicated that in scale 
distance. Although it was originally intended to be a 
taxi trial, it took off like a kite in the very slight 
wind, and was at about 100 feet altitude before he 
knew it!  

And here’s his Deperdussin, now equipped with 
fishing line working flying wires, and no longer 
flying like an ornithopter. 

 
Bill Boone’s Splash-E was shown in flight in the 
February newsletter. Here it is on the water. 

 



 Here’s Bob McReynolds’ Turbinator EDF being 
admired by a gaggle of Pico Sticks owned by Bob, 
Bill Boone and Dennis Kanemura. 

 
Bob has recently had major surgery, and is 
recovering nicely. We all wish him well! 

Here’s another flight-line group, this time part of 
Paul Weir’s General Aviation collection – a Cirrus 
SR-2, a Cessna 182, and a Beechcraft Bonanza. 

 
The venerable John Nohrden, now 91 years young, 
is seen here with an almost equally venerable 
airplane from his large collection, a scaled Uproar 
(?) recently converted from glo-power to electric. 
Regrettably, the new electric motor didn’t measure 
up to its predecessor, and so we have yet to see the 
model airborne in its new guise.  

 
Jacob and Steve Boracca were at Arvin the first 
weekend in May for a pattern contest, with Jacob 
moving up to Intermediate from last year’s 
successful Sportsman competitions. He has 
obviously worked hard and finished the weekend 
having placed first in all six rounds of the 

competition. Well done, Jacob! Here he is with his 
Inspire 90 and his first place plaque. 

   
Steve was impressed with the turnout of what he 
figured was about $100,000 worth of pattern 
airplanes as seen below! 

 
For those of you who like to see the occasional 
‘people’ picture, this was taken at the last fun-fly. 

 
The participants obviously wish to remain 
anonymous, so I’ll leave you to figure them out! 

For a change of pace (literally), here’s something 
we might want to do some time in the future. One of 



the popular events in California is pylon racing with 
identical (nominally!) World Model T-34’s with 
identical OS engines. This picture was taken at an 
event of this sort at Salinas last year. 

 
Looks like fun, doesn’t it? And these babies are 
fast! 

Rounding out our tour of California, John Williams 
was at a float-fly put on by the Fresno club at 
Millerton Lake, and took one of Bob McReynolds’ 
flea-market purchases to fly. It’s a single central 
float design, which Bob presumably got to 
familiarize himself with the Kingfisher that he and 
Bill Boone are laboriously putting together. 

 
It lasted for five flights before the camouflage 
scheme finally proved its worth, and John lost it in 
the background. However, I am told that the 
recovered airplane is more or less back in one piece, 
and will fly another day. 

Here are some other models that John saw that day. 

 

 

 

You certainly get pretty reflections off the water. 

Getting back home, here’s Paul Weir’s Bonanza 
coming in to land, flaps down, gear down, scale 
speed, just like the full-size bird. 

 
And here’s a similar picture of Stephen Allott’s 
Sundowner, a very nice looking new airplane.. 

 

Dick Muir, fortified by his mid-air destruction of 
John Nohrden’s Tiger Moth a couple of weeks ago, 
has now formally entered the arena of World War I 



would-be aces. Here he is with his new SE-5A. Stay 
clear of him at all times! He surely means business. 
Just look at that expression! 

 
 Richard Ludt and Nick Tannaci are regular 
midweek flyers now, and these shots were taken a 
couple of days ago. 

Here’s Richard with his T-28, a different color 
scheme from most of the ones we see.  

 

Below is Richard’s Vanquish, I think ex-Nick 
Tannaci, while in the next column is an Extra MX, 
also I believe ex-Nick. 

  
 

 

If I have the captions wrong on these last two 
airplanes, I apologize. I know it’s important to get 
these things right, and that a common show 
business comment is “I don’t care what you say 
about me, just so you spell my name correctly”.  

Announcements 

We still have the seven old glo-powered model 
engines donated via Mel Avery. I will bring them to 
the club meeting next week in the hopes of getting 
rid of them. They are as follows: 

Enya 15-III, Enya 35 model 5224, Fox c/l, 
otherwise unidentified, Torpedo 0.40 rear carb, free 
flight (?), OS MAX-H 40P, OS MAX-S 35, and a 
Super Tigre 0.51 missing part of the carburetor. 

If you are interested in bidding, give me a call or e-
mail me, or come to the meeting. 

The IMAA West Coast Festival is being held at 
Castle airport near Modesto off highway 99, on 
Memorial Day weekend, May 27th to 30th. This is a 
spectacular event for all those who love large scale 
model airplanes. I highly recommend it, although I 
have to admit that I’ve only been once myself. 

Thank you for those who bought tickets for the U.S. 
scale model aircraft team, which  is trying to raise 
money to go to Poland in July for the world 
championships. The draw will be on June 15th. 
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Ginzburger, Don Good, John Williams, your editor, 
and someone a hundred years ago! Thank you all, 
and that’s it for this month.   


