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Next Meeting 

Thursday, April 15th, 2010. 
At the EAA building, Aviation Way, 
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM. 

Seven old engines to be auctioned!!! 
Details within the newsletter. 
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance                     $7236.89 

Income  

2010 dues                                      $136.00 
Fuel                                               $477.00  
Donations – see below                    $55.00 
             Subtotal                            $668.00         

Expenses 

AMA charter fees                          $270.00 
Office expense – misc.                      $3.00 
Field expenses – see below           $145.47  
Field toilet service                           $65.40  

            Subtotal                             $483.87  

Ending Balance                          $7421.02 

Donations - $50 from Rick Sullivan for auctioned ¼ 
scale Piper Cub, and $5 from Neil Brooks. 

Field expenses – Gravel, and refurbishment of 
frequency board. 

March meeting 

Sixteen members attended the meeting at the EAA 
building, Watsonville Airport on March 18th, 2010. 
At 7:34 p.m., President Bill Moore called the 
meeting to order and the minutes of the last meeting 
and treasurer’s report as published in the newsletter 
were approved.  

Old Business 

Allen Ginzburg has put a shade around the camera 
and condensation appears to be reduced. There is 
probably more than enough sunlight to keep the 
batteries charged. We can even see the windsock 
streamer, so members can tell how windy it is, as 
well as check on field conditions. 

There were several comments on the nice job Steve 
Boracca has done on the new frequency board, 
which is now installed on the inside door of our 
storage facility. Note that it must be used by all 
flyers, 2.4 GHz as well as 72 MHz, to indicate that 
they are bona-fide club members or AMA-covered 
visitors. Thank you, Steve. 

All who came to the field work day on March 13th 
were thanked, and this newsletter comment carries 
the same thanks to non-attendees of the club 
meeting.  

It was confirmed that a fun-fly would be held the 
following Sunday, March 21st. 

 



New Business 

The only new item was an announcement about the 
upcoming IMAA fun-fly weekend at the Salinas 
club on the weekend of April 23rd through 25th. 

Intermission 

Once again snacks were provided by Marilyn 
Boracca and Marilyn Williams. Thank you, ladies! 

Show and Tell 

The ¼ scale Piper Cub mentioned in the previous 
newsletter was brought to the meeting by Dennis 
Kanemura to be auctioned. Rick Sullivan, although 
not present, was contacted by phone, and captured 
the airplane for $50, a very good buy for a 9-foot 
wingspan airplane.   

Al Alongi showed a 59” wingspan CAP 10B, which 
he got from VQ Models for about $100. A nice-
looking airplane at a good price. 

Alan Brown brought along a model of a 1910 
Deperdussin, made from a Sig kit. 

Aero 101 

Alan Brown gave a talk about c.g.’s and m.a.c.’s. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

Down by the River 

Sunday, March 21st saw the first fun-fly of the year 
on a day which showed considerable weather 
improvement over earlier Sundays. We had eight 
entries, although Stephen Allot had to drop out 
before starting because of an airplane structural 
failure.  

Benno, Jacob, Nick Tannaci, Richard Ludt, Don 
Good, Rick Sullivan and Paul Weir all entered the 
fray for the first event, a slalom taxi. Once again, 
this proved to be more difficult than some of the 
competitors bargained for, but Nick Tannaci 
narrowly beat Jacob for first place, both going about 
as quickly as seemed possible. Rick managed with 
his big Monocoupe to ding both the pylons. He then 
had to leave, but passed his baton on to Ricky 
Wright who had just arrived with his ubiquitous 
clipped-wing Piper Cub. Ricky had worked almost 
all night trucking, and so was not in the best of 
shape as defending champion. It was also pointed 
out to him that one of the rules said that the same 
airplane had to be used for all events, so he couldn’t 
legitimately coat-tail on Rick Sullivan’s 
competition result. However, as Rick had finished 

last in his event, it was a simple change to just 
ignore that airplane and have Ricky start from 
scratch with a zero score for the slalom taxi.  

So on to the spot landing competition. Your C.D. 
(Contest Director) took out his trusty packet of 
baking soda and laid a highly accurate line across 
the runway to represent the target. Again, a much 
greater spread than, I’m sure, most entrants 
expected. The group was joined by Emmett White, 
who obviously didn’t expect the handicap of 
missing out on the first event to affect his doing 
well subsequently.  

Jacob won the event at 1 foot 7 inches, Benno and 
Paul were very close at just over 5 feet, and from 
then on your measurer needed extra help and 
equipment to determine the final positions. Suffice 
it to say that two of the competitors missed the mark 
by more than forty feet! Perhaps it was a blessing 
that we have no pictures of the day’s events, with 
our regular photographer, Don, fully occupied with 
competing, and no others available. 

Now that we had got the planes in the air, we went 
for the triple loop. Here the CD let himself be 
conned into changing the rules to allow a running 
start and finish, of which some of the competitors 
took full advantage. Benno won this event despite 
incurring penalty points, with Jacob and Nick 
within 0.6 seconds of each other for 2nd and 3rd 
places. 

An event that was introduced for the last fun-fly 
was the climb (with 15 second motor run) and glide. 
Everyone did outstandingly well in this 
competition, getting up to fairly high altitudes, and 
managing to dead-stick for over a minute before 
landing on the runway. Remember that entrants had 
to use the same plane for every event, so there was 
quite a motley of different kinds of airplanes. No 
powered sailplanes in this event, for example. 
Emmett, the last to fly, took this event in 1 minute 
38.2 seconds, with his foam T-28, a very popular 
airplane for this competition. Once again, Jacob and 
Nick were 2nd and 3rd, separated by only 3.1 
seconds, while Don came 4th, 0.2 seconds behind 
Nick.  

The grand finale, as always, was the pylon race, for 
which we have to give thanks to those spectators 
who helped out with checking for pylon cuts, Steve 
Boracca and Ross Dewees, and helping to 
determine final placing. The event was flown in two 
heats, one featuring the four foam T-28’s, and the 



other the four larger airplanes. Jacob won the first 
event, and Don, flying the club trainer, won the 
second one. Remarkably, they finished up with 
times within 0.1 seconds of each other, with Jacob’s 
closeness to the pylons just about offsetting Don’s 
higher speed. We elected not to have a fly-off, and 
awarded each pilot maximum first place points. 

And what was the end result? Jacob comfortably 
took first place with two firsts and three seconds, 
with Benno second with one first and two seconds. 
Nick came third, and Emmett’s single first place 
was enough to put him in the prize money with 4th 
place. With a two-dollar entry fee and just eight 
entries, the winner will not be buying a new pattern 
airplane with his winnings of $8. Third place just 
won his entry fee back, and Emmett came away 
with a dollar for his two dollar outlay! If I have my 
birthdays correct, the combined ages of the two top 
winners was twenty-one! Some of our older 
members will have to get some practice in! 

So what else is new? We’ve already mentioned the 
increasing numbers of really miniature aircraft 
showing up at the field, and here’s a graphic 
example. John Nohrden brought out what, for him, 
was a monstrous airplane, a 72” wingspan Piper 
Cub, and here it is next to Allen Ginzburg’s similar 
15” span  22% scale model of it. Isn’t that amazing! 

  
Our pattern experts have been enjoying themselves, 
with Steve Jones flying his Brio, Dennis Kanemura 
his Mountain Models Tantrum, and Jacob getting 
ready for the new season, where he is now an 
Intermediate flyer, with his Inspire 90, the aerobatic 
airplane with which he won the 
California/Arizona/Nevada sportsman title last year. 
Again, sorry, no photos available. 

Your editor has had a couple of new models out, a 
plan-built Electric Chaos, about a 2/3 scale model 
of the old Joe Bridi pattern aircraft of fifty years 
ago, and a 1910 Deperdussin from the Sig kit. 

Here’s the Chaos in flight, 

 
and, for comic relief, as photographer Allen 
Ginzburg pointed out, a landing maneuver invented 
by that famous Chinese aviator, Wan Wing Lo. 

      
The Deperdussin is put out by Sig as an indoor 
model, and it is very light at 15 ounces including a 
4-ounce battery for its 50” wingspan. So no surprise 
when Steve Jones complimented me on flying an 
ornithopter at the field. Its wings flap horribly at 
even modest flying speeds, so what were cosmetic 
elasticized flying wires provided in the kit will have 
to be replaced by fishing line that really works for 
its living. 

James Heffner has done most of the building of a 
Gee Bee Z for Don Good, and here it is in the pit 
last Sunday. Beautiful!  

  



Announcements 

As noted at the beginning of the newsletter, we have 
had donated via Mel Avery, seven old glo-powered 
model engines. They will be auctioned at the April 
meeting, but any prior e-mail bids are welcome. 
They are as follows: 

Enya 15-III, Enya 35 model 5224, Fox c/l, 
otherwise unidentified, Torpedo 0.40 rear carb, free 
flight (?), OS MAX-H 40P, OS MAX-S 35, and a 
Super Tigre 0.51 missing part of the carburetor. 

If you are interested in bidding, give me a call or e-
mail me, or come to the next meeting. 

The Modesto Hobby and Crafts together with the 
Tracy Skyliners is holding a swap meet in its 
parking lot at 401 Bangs Avenue in Modesto on 
May 15th for any of you die-hard swappers! 

Also in that area, the IMAA West Coast Festival is 
being held at Castle airport near Modesto off 
highway 99, on Memorial Day weekend, May 27th 
to 30th. This is a spectacular event for all those who 
love large scale model airplanes. 

And finally, the U.S. scale model aircraft team is 
trying to raise money to send it to Poland in July for 
the world championships. They are selling raffle 
tickets, and we have a dozen at 3 for $10, which are 
available from me. Again, call or e-mail me, see me 
at the field, or buy them at the next club meeting. 
I’m sure that I can get more tickets if needed. 

And that’s all, folks, for another month! 


