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Next Meeting 

Thursday, December 17th , 2009. 
At the EAA building, Aviation Way, 
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM. 
Treasurer’s Report – November 

Beginning Balance                          $6589.81  

Income 

Dues               $256.00 
Fuel Sale               $135.00 
Total Income                                     $391.00  

Expenses  

D&G Sanitation                                $  65.40 
Fuel purchase                                    $903.00 
Fun Fly                                             $  16.96 
Total Expenses                                 $985.36  

Ending Balance                             $5995.45  

November Meeting Minutes 

President Bill Moore called the meeting to order on 
November 19th at 7:35 p.m. Sixteen members were 
present. Minutes of the previous meeting and 
published treasurer’s report were approved.  

Old Business 

A new remote sensing camera was put in this 
morning. John Williams made a swivel for the 
camera which will allow three consecutive pictures 
at different angles The web site is now up 

permanently at www.rcbees.org. Thanks to John 
and Allen Ginzburg for their fine work in these 
areas.  

It was suggested that the secretary send a letter to 
other clubs in the area letting them know about our 
web site.  

New Business 

Neil Brooks donated a telescopic pole to the club, 
which can be used to help retrieve planes from trees 
and the river. (It has already been put to good use in 
a river rescue). Thank you, Neil! 

It was reported that Jim Heffner used his athleticism 
to get Nick Tannaci’s floatplane down from one of 
the tallest trees on the Monterey County side of the 
river. Well done, Jim!  

Speaking of floatplanes, Emmett White asked 
whether it would be possible to put some kind of 
structure down the river bank to help people to fly 
from the river. There is an issue with putting 
permanent structures down at that level because of 
environmental concerns, but it did seem to the 
meeting attendees that we should be able to make 
something that could be removed and stored after 
we had finished flying. 

Alan Brown brought in a Tiger Trainer airplane 
complete with servos, radio, engine and ground 
support equipment which had been donated by 
David Trustman of Pajaro. President Bill Moore 
signed a letter of thanks to be forwarded by the 
secretary. 



This ia a really great donation which will be very 
useful to the club. It needed a very small amount of 
work to get it into complete operating condition, 
and Steve Boracca volunteered to take care of it. 
(Steve, in fact got on to the job right away, and 
showed up the following Sunday with the ready-to-
fly airplane, which was flown successfully by son 
Jacob).  

It was noted that new fuel has been ordered, and 
that 15% fuel will be available for $17/gallon. 

Two members commented that the TomCats flea 
market held the previous Saturday did not elicit 
much activity. 

A question was asked as to whether there could be a 
separate item on the web site for “For Sale” items. 
It was noted that the monthly newsletter already 
carries such a column on an ‘as required’ basis, but 
it might be an improvement to have a separate “For 
sale” area which could then carry items for a longer 
period of time. 

Once again, we thank Marlene Boracca and 
Marlene Williams for cookies.   

Show and Tell 

Bob McReynolds showed us a Sukhoi 34 ‘Fullback’ 
from HobbyLobby. The airplane has nozzles which 
move in the vertical plane either together or 
opposed, giving both elevator and aileron 
effectiveness. Very impressive! 

Jacob brought in his grand championship cup for 
Sportsman class pattern competition for 2009, 
pictured in last month’s newsletter. The area 
covered is very impressive; district 7 includes 
California, Arizona, Nevada and part of Oregon. 
Well done, Jacob! 

John Williams showed his E-flite Stearman PT-17, 
and demonstrated the easily removed wings using a 
supplied jig, and the spacious access through the 
cockpit. 

Allen Ginzburg brought a micro-sized P-51, which 
weighs 1 ounce ready to fly, and includes aileron, 
rudder and elevator capability. It is from Park Zone, 
has a 14” wingspan, and carries a 120 mAh LiPo 
battery. Amazing! Allen also showed a Hobby City 
Spektrum 2.4 GHz plug-in module, costing only 
$98, which he has put into a Futaba 72 MHz 
transmitter, using an AR 7000 receiver. 

Gene Martin showed us his own design Firebird 
electric glider. He used a single central aileron 
servo to reduce wing weight. 

David Seiler wound up the Show-and-Tell with a P-
51 which he got from Hobby City for only $74 
including motor, ESC and servos! However, 
shipping at $44 offset this to some extent. Still a 
great bargain! 

Allen Ginzburg showed us our web-site on his 
laptop – very impressive! 

And President Bill Moore concluded the evening 
with a request for volunteers for the various 
posts which we’ll be voting on this month. 

Please give this your earnest consideration. Most 
of us have been doing our club officer jobs for 
some time, and we need new blood!      

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Down by the River 

We’re fortunate to have some great pictures sent in 
by our members this month, so here goes. 

Firstly, here’s Nick Tannaci’s Hyperion Samson II, 
a very pretty and well-constructed airplane. 



A lovely picture of John Williams’ new E-Flite 
Stearman PT-17 coming in to land. Uh-oh! No 
pilots in the cockpits – hope it makes it! 

Here’s Allen Ginzburg’s 16” wingspan P-51. The 
giant figure to its right is Benno! 

 And here it is flying past the photographer. Hard to 
believe the small size, isn’t it? 

Here’s Nick Tannaci’s Extra MX. 

The next picture shows all the carbon fiber in the 
structure. Seems to be very well made. 

A new member, Craig Greening, showed up with 
impressive credentials – he’s a test pilot for Horizon 
Hobby – welcome to our club! Here he is with his 
two children and his not-yet-released De Night 50, 
powered by a Saito 82. 

 And here’s the De Night in flight. 

Stephen Allott has a very pretty and quite accurate 
scale model Hangar 9 Spitfire. It currently sports an 
Evolution 100 engine, and went through an 
interesting exercise recently. The throttle jammed in 
a position making it too hot to land, so Stephen had 
to consume fuel until he could deadstick it in. Here 
it is on final approach. 



Looks great, doesn’t it? But you wouldn’t believe 
how long it took to run out of gas! 

Rick Sullivan has altogether too many good-looking 
electric jet models. Here’s his latest, an F-16. 

 Next come Jacob and Benno with their Seawind 
and Water Skier respectively. 

 And just in case you thought they might not have 
been having a good time, check out the picture at 
the top of the next column! 

On a more sober note, the picture after that shows 
Jacob’s 30% Edge 540, I think, which was powered 
by a DA 100 before it fell off the airplane into the 
adjoining field. This is an incident which was 
caused by an in-flight structural failure which could 

not have been forecast by the pilot. What it 
demonstrates clearly is that we should never fly 
anything bigger than a park flyer when there are 
workers in the field. The excuse I occasionally hear 
that ‘I’m a good enough pilot that I won’t drop my 
airplane in the fields’ just doesn’t hold up.  

Jacob was correctly flying when there were no 
workers in the field, and so the tumbling DA 100 
didn’t do any damage.. That’s why these rules are 
important! 

You can see that this is a good-sized airplane, and 
here it is again complete with recovered engine. 
Fortunately, not too much damage, but clearly a 
poor assembly job on this ARF by the factory. 

Happy holidays to our readers! 


