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Next Meeting

Thursday, November 19th , 2009.
At the EAA building, Aviation Way,
Watsonville Airport,  7:30 PM.
Treasurer’s Report – October

Beginning Balance                          $6644.24

Income

Fuel Sale (We have new fuel now)   $149.00
Total Income                                     $149.00

Expenses

D&G Sanitation                                $  65.40
Field Expense – Misc.                      $  39.65
Fun Fly                                             $  98.38
Total Expenses                                 $203.43

Ending Balance                             $6589.81

October Meeting Minutes

President Bill Moore called the meeting to order on
October 15th at 7:32 p.m. Fourteen members were
present. Minutes of the previous meeting and
published treasurer’s report were approved.

Old Business

The remote sensing camera installation is going on
apace. The solar cells are still to be erected. Allen
Ginzburg reported that some computer work is
required, while the next thing to be done is to allow
the camera to swivel to embrace a larger field of

view. It was anticipated that it should be putting out
fixed position images in a week’s time. Allen noted
that we are seeing some condensation on the box
window that houses the camera. Several suggestions
were made as to how that could be fixed. None
seemed particularly difficult. There was also some
discussion about the use of the Pajaro Dunes
internet system, which is our medium courtesy of
Steve Boracca. Both Allen and Jay Friedland
thought that this was not a problem.

John Williams and Allen Ginzburg will talk to
Johnny Skoch with the idea of bringing our web site
up to date. A question was raised as to whether
financial data and members’ addresses should be
published in the newsletter, which  is then put on to
our web-site. Perhaps a section should be password
protected.

 It was suggested that the secretary put out a
separate message reminding members of the
upcoming fun-fly on October 25th. Don Good
volunteered to telephone members before the event.
(Both of these were done and we had a very good
turn-out).

The secretary also said that he would put out a
separate message letting members know of his
upcoming talk to the Pacific Soaring Club at the
Hiller Museum on November 7th on “Development
of the F-117 Stealth Fighter”.



New Business

Allen Ginzburg noted that our storage building has
a large number of ants in it after the recent rains.

Bill Boone brought along two boxes of
aeromodeling magazines belonging to Don Wilden.
It would appear that Don, a longtime modeler, has
never got rid of a magazine in his entire lifetime, so
these two boxes only represent the tip of the
iceberg! Several magazines were snapped up by
budding antique collectors!

Flyers were shown for the upcoming model airplane
auction at the Bayside club.

Steve and Jacob Boracca highly recommended the
Tucson Shoot-Out which they attended earlier in the
month, and met Colorado-based member Joe Sluga.
They particularly enjoyed watching Yuri Aguchi
doing night-time aerobatic flying two feet off the
ground. Photos and videos are referenced later in
the newsletter.

Show and Tell

Jacob Boracca showed a Plantraco Butterfly with
throttle and rudder control, weighing about two
grams! Benno competed with his E-flite helicopter.

Rick Sullivan brought his very small ParkZone (?)
Sukhoi weighing one ounce. He has flown it several
times outdoors, and it is a remarkably good
aerobatic airplane.

Steve Boracca showed a propeller balancer which
he had made from a Tower Hobbies hand-held
balancer mounted magnetically in a very nice
wooden frame. The whole apparatus worked very
smoothly.

Once again, we have to thank Marlene Boracca for
brownies.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Down by the River

The final fun-fly of the season, (I think!) was held
on October 25th. The weather was very good, sunny
with not much wind, the food, as usual, was great,
and we had a good turn-out.

Seven members elected to compete and all enjoyed
themselves, particularly as frequent winner, Jacob,
was out of town competing in a pattern contest.
(More on that later). The enormous entry fee of $2
per person no doubt dissuaded several of our other
members from competing. Photos are by courtesy of

John Williams, who also competed. Here is a
section of the vast crowd of onlookers!

Unfortunately, as John was competing, we don’t
have any pictures of the actual competition, all
those shown being after results were known, and
members were relaxing with open flying and eating.

The regular events included a spot landing, three
consecutive loops in the shortest time, a slalom taxi
and a pylon race. To these were added this year a
climb and glide duration contest, where competitors
in turn were allowed a 15 second motor run and had
to achieve the longest duration gliding flight, dead
stick.

Four of the entries were electric-powered, three of
them foam T-28’s, and three were larger glo-
powered aircraft.

It seems that almost everyone has a  T-28 these
days, and they are certainly wonderful airplanes,
combining good aerobatic performance, ease of
flying and great bouncability! The fourth electric
powered airplane was Rick Sullivan’s miniature
Sukhoi, pictured her in a Don Good photo.

No, that isn’t a giant-sized mock-up of a transmitter,
that’s the real thing!



The glo-powered airplanes were James Heffner’s
Corsair, Mike Evans’ P-51, which can be seen
below, and Ricky Wright’s square-cut wingtip Piper
Cub.

The spot landing event was extremely closely
fought. Your contest director doesn’t normally
bring a tape measure to these events, as counting the
number of paces from the cornstarch line on the
runway usually suffices. However, in this case the
third place finisher, Rick Sullivan, was only a foot
away from the line, with Bob McReynolds’ T-28 3”
off, and Ricky Wright’s Piper Cub right on the
middle of the line.

Consecutive loops was also a closely fought contest,
with the first three contestants being within  four
seconds of each other. John Williams and Benno
were first and second, 0.8 seconds apart, both flying
T-28’s, and Rick Sullivan again took third place.

The timed duration contest surprised some of the
onlookers, when James Heffner took second place
at 59.5 seconds with his big Corsair warplane, this
from a 15-second engine run. Bob McReynolds was
the only competitor to top a minute’s total flight
with 70.8 seconds. John Williams and Ricky Wright
were within three seconds of second place.

Comic relief was provided in the slalom taxi event.
Two of the seven competitors started off the wrong
way, and three out of seven hit the cones on the
course. I realized after the event that starting on the
wrong side of the cones was understandable when
the instructions are given by a Brit, in whose
country vehicles always travel on the wrong side of
the street! Nevertheless, Bob McReynolds and
Ricky Wright managed to come 1st and 2nd  within a
second of each other, with Mike Evans a close third.

And so we came to the main event, the pylon race.
This was divided into two sections, electrics and
glo-powered for the general safety of all concerned.
Bob McReynolds won the electric division with
John Williams close behind, but the highlight of the

two races was undoubtedly provided by Ricky
Wright, who beat out both WW II fighters with his
Piper Cub, primarily because he was the only pilot
who really flew very close to the pylons. His
airplane was essentially in an 80 degree bank
throughout the entire race. No-one came close to a
cut in either heat.

And the winner is - -  Ricky Wright with 38 points,

closely followed by Bob McReynolds with 34
points. Third place at 16 points was shared equally
by John Williams, Rick Sullivan and Benno.

Here’s Bob striding back to his home base after
collecting his second place prize ($4!).

An interesting side-issue came up. Benno arrived
late, because his dad, Jay Friedland, checked the
field camera on his computer before leaving and
decided that the fog was such that there was no way
we could be flying that early. In fact, the weather
did clear in a very short space of time, so Jay
suffered from being too computer-savvy, when all
the rest of us just showed up to see how things
would turn out!

After the competition, the field was opened to
general fun-flying and followed by another of Bill
Moore’s great hot dog and chili lunches.

Rick Sullivan brought along his F-16 and his very
nicely made Monocoupe, shown on the next page
followed by his F-18 with the Sukhoi piggy-backing
on the rear fuselage.



And here’s a nice picture of the F-18 coming in to
land.

Here are a few more of Bob McReynolds flyers, a
UniJet, an F-16 and an A-10 Warthog..

Ricky Wright manages to make even the prettiest
looking airplanes look bad, although I must admit

that he flies them extremely well. I’d just about got
used to his sort-of-clipped-wing Cub when he
showed up with a Blue Angels F-4D, which not
only had a big old glo-powered propeller on the
front, but insult was added to injury by flying it
without a cowling. I just hope that no Douglas old-
timers are watching this space. Well, here it is,
judge for yourselves!

This photo and the following are all by Don Good.

Came November 1st, and the day was just like
summer – beautiful! Here’s  Nick Tannaci’s
ElectriStar fitted with floats. Unfortunately, a nice
flight off the river ended in the trees in Monterey
County. We hope to see it back in action soon.

John Williams flew his World Models Miss
America - - -

- - - -  and his Taylorcraft, seen on the next page.



Benno decided to modify his T-28 by making the
canopy servo-operated. He flew it several times,
rolling it inverted and dropping Tootsy-Roll bombs
and parachutists after opening the canopy. Very
imaginative, Benno!

Here’s Rick Sullivan’s F-16 coming in to land.

 And as they used to say in the old travelogues, “As
the sun sinks slowly in the west we say goodbye to
the beautiful river of Pajaro, with Ricky Wright’s P-
51 and James Heffner’s P-40 flying majestically
towards the ocean!”

Other news

Steve and Jacob Boracca and Joe Sluga met at the
Tucson Aerobatic Shootout on October 10th and
11th.. Here are some websites from the show,

courtesy of Joe. I’ll forward his complete list
separately.

http://www.flyinggiants.com/forums/fg107/47480-saturday-
2009-tucson-aerobatic-shootout-12.html
Bill Hemple Cub:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqtosqjk2ZA
Jason Noll: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPBFRkDQos4

Jacob has finished off his first season in serious
pattern competition by coming first in the Arvin
district championship contest and winning the
district championship for sportsman this year. Here
he is with his faithful pit crew. Well done, Jacob!

For Sale

Stephen Allott has a couple of planes he’d like to
sell. The first is a ducted fan EF16 with AR6100e
receiver,  ready to fly with HS65HB servos for
about $150.

 The next item is a Fliton Rogue airframe only for
about $50. Call Steve at 831-818-9689.


